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PREFACE 


10 THE 


RE D E R. 


| 7 HE great Allan: ment ich bu aroſe 
in every Boſom, ſince the Arrival of the ex- 
traordinary Account of the intended Murder of 
the French King, has undoubtedly occafioned 
every one, <oho has heard of it, to be, if poſſible, 
further acquainted with the Life and Charadter | 


of that daring and preſumptuous Wretch, who 


could attempt an Enterprize, the Conſequences 
of which muſt fall ſo. heavily on his own Perſon, 
provided, as it has happened, that he ſhould nat 
Facceed; and, even if he had perpetrated the horrid 
| Deed, whether the Action could have in the leaſt 
juſtified itſelf to bis Satigfaction, if there was 
any Probability of eſcaping the Hand of Fuſtice. 

With the View therefore of firſt indulging my 
oun Curigſity, in Relation to his Life and Ad- 
wventu res, 1 wrote 40 4 7 Friend of mane reſiding 


in 


161 

in Paris, intreat ing bim, if be poſſibly could, 0 

gather all the Incidents of bis paſs Life; and by 

| Five next Advices received an Arfwer, a : Copy 
of wiich I ſhall bere anfert.: = 


A ine Copy of. the LE & T E R 
from the Author's Friend at Paris 
to him in London. | | 


1 


Fe U earneſtly intreated me to a T aſk T at 
_ firſt. tmagined impoſſible to perform; but, af 
ter ſome little Pains, ] got the Liberty of ſeve- 
ral Conferences with the Wi fe of the Alaſſin, 
Lb is confined in the Baſtile here. I have, there- 
fore, from her own Mouth, tranſinitted you all 
ſhe could re collect, which, if enough to ſatisfy 
"your Curio ofity, ix 4 ſufficient Retribution fo me 
jor my Trouble; and you may farther aſſure 
yourſelf, that, if tis bis Confeſſion ſhould turn out 
any thing more than commun, I ſhall let you 
know it, in as explicit a Manner as I am capable 
of. 2 e are every Day expectin g, from an 
Augmentation of lis Tortures, that be will 
divuls e ſome Conſpiracy from a certgin Body 
bat 8 ve been greatly ſuſpected fince this A for 3 
but as yet be remains quite obdurate. 
are at a Loſs ts gueſs the Matives be could Baur 8 
bo for _ a daugerous Undertaki 25. Bui it ap- 
| rw” 9 
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pears to me, that be could not do it from any 


Principle of. Self Intereſt, tha ſome are of the 
Contrary Opinion, and imagine he was bribed to 


it by a particular Party; others think him a 


Madman, and ſome an Eutbuſieſt. Various are 
the Conjectures about him, but very likely none of 


them are right ; ; for, perhaps, sf be does confeſs 


any thing, it may be only to ſaſpend his Tortures, 
N the leaf NE to Truth. 


Jam, Sir, Nears, dans 


Upon Looking over the 4 ſent me, I 


1 them ſo full and ſatisfactory, that I could 
not heip wiſhing the ſame Pleaſure to the reſt of 


my Countrymen : And, having reviſed hem a lit- 


cle, thought it a mere Act of Fuſtice to commu- 


cate them to the World by putting them immedi- 
ately to the Preſs ; which I hope will not be re- 


| Jefted on Account of any ſpuricus Publications of 


this Nature, which have befere now been artfully 


palmed upon the World by thoſe Mercenaries, 


whoſe Love of Gold greatly preponderates tbe 
Principle of doing Juſtice to Mankind. 


But' ſo far is the Editor of this Pompliet | 


from ſ6 ſuch- fordid Views, that be would not have 
publ: hed it at the Price it 15, provided bis _ 


cumſtances tould have admi ted him to do it 

tis; which if the Printer and Stationer — 
have acquieſced with, there would not bave been 
any Oljection on his Side. 


RE 5 TBereſore, 


1 ded 
1 Nerefire, as r of” this Nature a are AY . 
tended with a complicated Expence, it is not to 
be imagined but ome Retribution muſt. be made, 
in order to defray” it; and therefore it is hoped 
that no one Perſon wi Il in the leaſt ſcruple what 
it coſt, when he has conf idered yup” Ti . 75 
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Metro} 


in Relation to the Place of his 


ſo much worth Diſputing as 
the Birth- place of an Homer, 
© and therefore are ' ſufficiently 
_fatisfied, that, according to his 


owl Ck which is confirm'd by his 
Wife and Daughter, he was born at Arras, the 


polis c of the Ear} of Artois, in the Lowe | 


Countries, 92 Miles North of Paris, and had 


_Bbeern 184 the Care of his Father, who was 


- © 8 


Inhabitant of the Suburbs of that City. 
3 The 


Birth; but that we do not think wy 
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l. 10 1 
The Circumſtances 151 his Parents, which 


were indeed but very low, would not admit ak 
affording him much Learning, and therefore 


it was impoſſible that any Means could be pro- 
jected for the Cultivation of his natural Temper, 
which in its infant State ſeemed to be very obdu- 


rate and revengeful ; but, as he grew up, it 
extended itſelf in ſuch a Manner, that even the 
Breaſt that ſuckled him was often afraid of 
his exceſſive Fierceneſs and Cruelty, of Diſpoſi- 
tion. His Father's Buſineſs odliging him to be 
out all Day, he was left to the Care of his Mo- 
ther, whom he would often occaſion to run from 


him, whenever ſhe had endeavoured to controul 
his Humours: He would often take up a 
Knife or Fork and throw it at her with all the 


Marks of Paſſion and inexorable Revenge, 


attended with r which are- hardly 


credible.  _ 
His Mother, e this. kept the 


Knowledge of it from his Father, for ſhe loved 
him to Adoration; and ſuch was his Subtelty, 


that he never gave the leaſt Mark of Diſobe- 
dience before his Father, but, on the contrary, #3 
behaved with remarkable Condeſcenſion before ; 


bim, inſomuch that ſhe imagined her Story 
mig ht be looked upon by her Huſband as the 


Effect of ſome Diſregard ſhe might have for 
the Child; for the Father, having no Reaſon to 


_ think ul of him, nor no Complaints from her, 


entertained 


[ 12:1 
entertained a very good Opinion of his Son's 
Behaviour, and on that Account loved him 


equally with her. 


From theſe Motives, his Behaviour to her 
was kept unknown to his Father for a long 
Time, ftill hoping her Forbearance might in 
Time fo operate on his Diſpoſition, as to bring 
him to a better Knowledge of his Duty :—But, 
alas! this only increaſed his Ferocity in ſuch 
a Manner, that his Behaviour was at laſt un- 
ſufferable, and one Day, after ſhe had threat- 
enced to inform his Father of it, he ran up to 
her with a ſmall Spit, and, with all his Force, 


drove it through her Stays, but by good Luck 


ſhe ſlipped back, which hindered the Point from 
reaching her Body. This in ſome Meaſure 


ſhocked Thien: and, whether it was Art orNature 
that impelled him, he immediately fell on his 


Knees and begged her Pardon, with all the Ex- 
preſſions of one who was thoroughly convjcted 
of the Heinouſneſs of his Crime; but, un- 
doubtedly, this was only Diflimulation, as WE 
ſhall find in the following Part of his Life. 
The Mother, finding herſelf under a Neceſ- 
fity of- -promiſing to conceal it from his Father, 
did ſo, but at the ſame Time was reſolved with- 
in herſelf to run no more Hazards for the fu- 


ture, and therefore took an Opportunity to tell 
ber Huſband the whole Affair, and that he had 


end Times threatened the fame, or had put 
| 2 = 
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her in Fear of her Life , to ſuch a Degree, that 


it was not to be borne. _ 
When the good Man heard her Story, 
the Tears trickled down his Cheeks, and he 


was ſtruck dumb with filent Amazement : 


But at laſt he burſt out into this Exclamation: 
What, ſays he, has the Boy, who I thought 
would cheriſh his Mother and be the Plea- 
ſure of my Age, become the Curſe of us 
both? Good Heaven, that I ſhould have ſuch 
a Child! would he had never been born“ 
His Son was then gone to Bed, and the Fa- 
ther's Paſſion increaſed to ſuch a Degree, that 
he ran up Stairs and tore him out of Bed, with 
a Rage adequate to the Crime he had been 
guilty of, The Boy had been aſleep, and at 
firſt was ſurpriſed at this unuſual Anger of his 
Father, but, upon Recollection, began to 


A 


* 


i 


think that his Mother had been works than her. 
Word: O thou worſt of Villains, ſays his 


« Father, to attempt the Life of your own Mo- 
ther who brought you into the World: What 


© Devil cou'd urge you to ſuch an Action ?- 
Then, ſtripping him immediately to the Skin, 


he fell on him with the Rod, and never cbaled 


till he was out of Breath; the Blood trickled 
from all Parts of his Body, and ſuch was the 
Boy's Nature, that he did not wince, nor offer 
to mitigate his Father's Rage in the leaſt, The 
aer Was ben called up Stairs, and he was 


ordered 


„ 1 


ordered to aſk. her Pardon. Notwithſtanding 
this would have put an End to his Diſci line, 
he remained obſtinately filent, and wi his - 
| Eyes rather ſeemed to threaten Revenge than 
the leaſt Humility or Remorſe. The Father 
therefore prepared to give a ſecond Part of the 
ſame Tune, which he went through with the 
ſame Reſolution as before: But, finding that 
Puniſhment was of little Signification, 1 was 
| obliged to deſiſt, and, notwithſtanding the 
Blood was ſeen to riſe from the repeated ll 
and follow the Rod. in ſuch a Manner; that 
his Mother was ready to ſwoon, he ſeemed 
but little affectet. 
After he had gone through this, he was ſhut 

up in a dark Room, without any Bed to lie on, 
where he ſpent the Night in forming a thou- 
ſand Stratagems of Revenge: And, tho' his 


Nature was too obdurate to indulge the. leaſt 


Senſibility of his Crime, yet he often ſhed Tears 
to himſelf, tho' he would not ſuffer any Body 
elſe to be Witneſſes © 
The Reader will perhaps be led to imagine, 
that one who could make an Attempt. upon the . 
Life of his Mother, muſt have arriv'd at a State 
ſomething nearer to Maturity; but how much 
will he be deceived, when, accordingtoAccounts | 
given by his Wife and Self, he was not quite 
eight Years old? A Thing hardly credible, till 
we come to N that his Manhood has Nil 


au 8 ted 


Life was t 
Cruelty an 


| augm 


1 14 1 | | 
ented his Cruelty, and that his Sovereign's 


greateſt Inſtance that abandoned 


inſatiate 2 could endeavour 
to proſecute or add to the elliſn Faculties of 
riper A Ears. - \ 


It was nov thought proper by his Gas 
(who had hitherto kept him from School mere- 
ly out of Tendernefs) to ſend him thither as 


foon as poſſible, imagining that the Harſhneſs 


= and Severity of the Pedagogue, in Caſe of Non- 


compliance, with the Benefit and Advantage 


of Education, muſt have ſome Effect on his na- 
tural Diſpoſition. 


Nov began the Reſtriction bei never met wich 
before, nor did it at all agree with his Con- 
ſtitution; he no more minded his Book than 


de did his Maſter, and in a ſhort Time diſtin- 
. himſelf among the other Boys as a 


rdy, obſtinate, and cruel Lad: For one Time, 
while the Maſter was out of School, he laid a 
Wager with one of the Lads, that he would do 


what none of them durſt attempt, and ſaid 


he would cut himſelf with a Knife in any Part 


of bis Arms or Legs: A Boy who had got a 


Tartlet in his Hand, offered to give it him im- 
mediately, if he would do it; the other imme- 
diately drew the Knife acroſs the fleſhy Part of 


his Arm, and made a wide Gaſh, rate 


that the Blood iflued out with great Effuſion; ; 
put! he did not in the bn ſeem to mind 1 it, but 


ſeized | 


1 15 ] 
ſeized the Tartlet with great Eageracks and de- 
voured it immediately, | 

Such an Action as this amazed. the reſt of | 
the Boys, who. began to look upon him, as a 
Daemon; however, he had like to have ſuffered 
for this Sort of Sport, for he had cut fo deep, 

that the Blood was ſome Time before it could be 
| Nopped. In Actions of this Nature, he uſed to 
amuſe his Schogl-fellows ; he would beat his 
Head againſt a Stone five or fix Times for a 
Petit Paſte, Cakes, Apples, &c. Sometimes 
be would ſuffer them to drive Pins and Needles 
into his Arms or Legs, for Pence or Half- 
pence ; eat red-hot. Cinders out of the Fire, or 
with a ſharp Knife fley the Skin from either of 
his Fingers, for any little "TOY or Tritle that 
pleaſed RA. | 

It is remarkable, that, hen he received the 
common Puniſhment of a School- boy, he 
would howl and cry in a moſt terrible Man- 
ner; but, as ſoon as he got from his Maſter's. 
Hands, changed his. Note immediately, and 
would come among the Boys with as much 
Coolneſs and Serenity, as if he had not been 
ſenſible of hat before occaſioned him to cry 
out ſo much. 5 

Whatever might be his Reaſon for ſhewing 
ſo much Feeling, when puniſhed by his Maſter, 

is hard to imagine; but it was no more than a 
h ſpecious artful Grimace, with which he covered 


his 


"2 


| 111 16 1 5 
is natural Obduracy ; ; and it is not at all to be 
doubted but that, if it was poſſible for him to 
undergo thoſe Tortures which he voluntarily 
inflicted on himſelf for trifling Gain, he _ 
very eaſily endure his Maſter's 8tripes without 
the leaſt Emotion. 
Having one Day propoſed * another Bo 

to play Truant, his Companion was very 9 
to condeſcend to it; but, upon Damier's aſſuring 
him that he would take the Conſequences of 
the Affair entirely upon himſelf, provided it 


ſhould be known to the Maſter, the other ac- 


quieſced in this Excurſion ; they were met by 
| another of their School-fellows, whom they 
entruſted with their Danger, and enjoined his 
Silence; he therefore went onward to School, 
and Damien with his Comrade went on to the 
Field in Search of Birds Neſts, Damien abſo- 
| lutely declaring that, if the other ſhould divulge. 
it to the Maſter, he would take Care of him 
for the future. N 
But, as ſoon as the other got to >chool, in 
order to curry Favour with his Maſter, and 


perhaps with a View of ſetting his own Reſo- 


lution in a fairer Light, in withſtanding | a 

Temptation of this Kind, he immediately in- 
formed the Pedagogue, and in ſuch Terms as. 
a ggravated the more in Proportion with the 
Fault. Immediately a Courier was diſpatched _ 
in Scarch of the Retrogrades; ; but the Maſter, 
recolleRing 


= 


[nl 


recollecting chat this Force would be inſuffici- 
ent to bring them back, ordered three of the 


ſtouteſt Boys in the School to go after the Meſ- 


Age, and bring the Truants to .School again, 
In order to receive the proper A eres for their 


Preſumption. 

This was no very eaſy Taſk. for en to 
perform they well knew, and therefore were 
at a Stand in what Manner to proceed: They 
were pretty well acquainted with the obdurate 


3 cruel Spirit that reſided in the Heart of Damien, 
and did not in the leaſt thank their Maſter for | 


the Office. 
But, as they were ſo ſtrongly compelled to 
rform it for their own Honours, they were 


__ obliged to hazard the Conſequence of this Ex- 


pedition ; and, as it had the Appearance of ſome 


Danger, they imagined they ſhould gain freſh 
. Laurels, even if they failed in the Attempt. 


After they had got about three Miles from 
the Town, ſometimes calling the Renegades by 
their Names aloud, Damien, who was climb- 
ing an Elm-Tree, obſerved the Enemy at the 
Diſtance of three or four Fields, and, inform- 
ing his Companion that he obſerved them, and 


believed they were come from School to appre- - 
hend them, this aſtoniſhed: the other, who | 
was for flying to the Hedge and hiding them- 
ſelves; bue Damien obj fied to this, prudently 
replying, that, if they were found in ſuch a 


C N Poſture, 


| f 18 } 
Poſture, they ſhould be incapable of makin any 
Defence, and adviſed the other to. go down and 


fill their Pockets with Stones: They immedi- 
ately deſcended, and at a neighbouring Bank 
furniſhed nem with Stones, Pieces of 


Bricks, Tiles, and other Ammunition, and, 


with the greateſt Quickneſs imaginable, reaſ- 
cended the Tree. The Enemy by this Time 
drew near, calling out Damien! Damien! think- 


ing he would anſwer, but Damien knew better; 
however, ſuch was the indefatigable Genius of 


theſe Miffionaries that they hunted every Buſh, 
Hedge, or Thicket, and at laſt came to the 


leafy Citadel of the Beſieged, here they ſoon 
eſpied Damien and his Companion upon the 


topmoſt. Branches, whom they- acquainted with 


the Purport of their Meſſagk, and in the Name 
of their Maſter deſired them to come, down ; 


which they. refuſing, one of the /Miflionaries 
aſcended the Free, reſolved to bring them down; 


but after two: or three Ste ps received a defperate 


Blow on the Head with a large Stone, impelled 


by the Arm of Damien. Down his Antagonift 
fell to the Ground, and, before the: other oould 


lift him up, they were ſaluted with a Volley 
from them both. This in ſome Meafute ſtartled 


the Beſiegers, but, being reſolute, they made a 
freſh Attack, and againendeavouredt to bend the 


Tree together, but in vain the Beſie ced/obliged! 


them ſoon to tetire with. the bloody Marks of 


* 1 * Fury 


19. 
Fury and Reſentment; one having a Cut with 


a:Tile-upon his Cheek; very deep; another his 
Head broke in two or * Places, and a 


third his Eye beat almoſt. from the Socket. 


Finding at length that the Attempt Was 
impracticable, they were obliged to return 
to their Maſter, who, obſerving the Treatment 
they had met with, was immediately ſtruck with 
a thorough Senſibility for the Misfortunes they 


had met with, in pang the Taſk he had 


ſet henne | 

They directed the Maſter to the Place where' 
Damien and his Companion were ſheltered, 
who went in Perſon, accompanied by his Ser- 


vant, who was provided with a Muſket, think - 


ing the Sight of that might make them capi- 
tulate. After they arrived at the Place, they 
found the others had left their Stations, but 


were reſolved to. ſeek them further, and tool 


to the Road, enquiring of every 'body they 


met, till at laſt, being informed that they were 


about a Mile before, they redoubled their 


Speed, and in a Quarter of an Hour came in 
Sight of them. | 


Damien, whoſe Eyes were continually 0 
the Watch, happening to look back, eſpied nis 


Maſter, at the Diſtance of two or three hun- 
dred Vards, and attempted, with his Compa- 3 


nion, to run from them; which Deſign was 
(own fruſtrated by ſome People, Who, hearing 
C 2 — l 
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the Maſter cry out, Stop them, immedi- 

ately laid hold of them, and Damien, obſerving 

the Muſket, was obliged to ſurrender... + 
Thus was the Hero ſubdued, and bound with 

2 Rope to his Companion, while the Maſter 

85 walked before in Triumph, the Servant be- 


|| hind, attended by ſeveral others, whom Curi- 
1 oſity incited to Know. the Reaſon of the 
4 Affair. 


Before they 3 into the Town, the 
whole Matter was known to every body, and 
there were Spectators enough to behold the 
fallen Damien, who, with a Countenance un- 
concerned, followed at the Heels of his Maſter, 
like a vanquiſhed Chief at the Chariot- Wheels 
1 of an Alexander, or a Cæſar. 
. As ſoon as be Was brought into School, the 
114 Maſter began to exert his peculiar Faculty _ 
| Nluagellation, having fit, with much Ado, bound 
him flat on his Belly to one of the Forms; „ 
n and, after he had whipe him in ſueh 'a Man- 
= ner that the Blood trickled down on the Floor, 
2 he bore it with a Reſolution equal to his Cha- 
racter, while his Companion and Fellow Tru- 
adnt ſtood trembling, imagining he muſt ſhortly 
{ 1 gꝗ2o through the ſame Diſcipline, when the Ma- 
8 ſter ordered him to prepare immediately; the 
FT poor deluded Lad was ready to fall into a 
78  Swoon : But Damien, firm to his Promiſe, 
1 bernd the Maſter that he was the Seducer, | 
1 an 
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and that the other had no Defign to play Tru- 
ant, had not he himſelf perſuaded him; there- 
fore earneſtly intreated the Maſter to beſtow 
the 'other's Portion of Puniſhment upon him, 
adding, that he deſerved it, and was more ca- 
ae of bearing it. 

This extraordinary Inſtance of Bade 8 Ce- 
neroſity had ſo much Effect on the Maſter, 


that the Lad was ordered to his Seat, with ſorne 


Rebukes; and Damien was unbound from the 
Form, and carried to a dark Hole under the 
the School, where he was to remain, for the 
Space of four and twenty Hours, without 
Victuals. 


While in. this State of Confinement, he 


would now and then break out into the moſt | | 


| horrid Imprecations of Fury and Revenge 
' againſt the Boy who niet them, and after- 


wards informed the Maſter ; ind was deter- 
mined, if poſſible, to take Care his Tongue 


ſhould tell no more Tales for the future: He, 
| However, upon his Releaſe, was ſeverely dif- 


ciplin'd, - as before, and turned out of the 


School. 

When he had got again under the milder 
Government of his Parents, he behaved in 
ſuch a Manner that it was unſufferable, and 
they were obliged to turn him out of Doors, 
after he had robbed then oa almoſt N ching 
5 N ba. 


Damien 


Py 
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Damien was now reſolved to make an Ex- 

curſion to ſome diſtant City or Capital Town, 
where he thought he might get into ſome Gen- 

tleman's Service; and, having ſome Money, 
which he had taken from his Parents, ſet: for- 
ward on his Journey ; but His Finances grew 


ſmall; and he was obliged in two or three 


Days to begin to think on ſame Method to 
add to his little Stock, and, calling at an Inn, 


he obſerved a Table Spoon, while he was eating 


his Dinner, lie upon the Dreſſer; and, taking 
the Opportunity of the Maid's Abſence, bs 
ſlipt it into his Pocket, fat very unconcerned 


for Half an Hour, a paid his Reckoning 


as coolly and deliberately as if he had got 


no more about him than his own. legal Fro. 


rty. 

After he had 821 out of Sight of the "a 
he redoubled his Pace, and kept up to the 
Rate of five Mites an Hour, for ten Miles to- 


gether, travelling throngh ſeyeral ſtraggling 


Villages of no Note, and as yet had no een 
tunity to make away with his Bargain. 

Having but very little Money, he was bs 
liged to take up with leſs Food and bad Lodg- 
ing, till he at length arrived at a Town 9 
ſome Note and Buſineſs: Here he fold the 
Spoon at the firſt Silverſmith's he found, and, 
recruited to his Satisfaction, travelled on for wo 


or three Days, till he arriy'd at Paris, where 
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he ſoon got him a Place, as Shop- boy to a 
Tradeſman there, and lived with him, beha= 
ving very well for fix or ſeven Months, till 
he heard of a Gentleman who wanted a Foot- 
boy, and entered into his Service to go to Lure 
embourg; in whoſe Service he acquitted hin- 
ſelf fo well, that that Gentleman, whenhe diſimiſ⸗ 
ſed him, made him a handfome Preſent, and 
recommended him, in this Cay ity, to a top 
Family that refided there. Here hie -behaved 
ſo welt; that he gained the Good-will of the 
whole Family, te ſuch a Degree, that they 
could not think the leaſt Ill of him, till he he 
and the Houſe- Maid were detected lin a Cdn- 
iracy to rob the Houſe, while the Family 
ere out of Town, en np wn ſent 
aff together 02- mitt 
But, noterichſtanding qhis: Diſyracey terized 
with the Girl for e Time after, and) at a 
diſtant Village, he working in the Fields 28.4 
Brick. maker, till ſhe] Was found to be with 
Child, which every body imagined he mur 
dered in the Womb, he uſing her very ill 
from the Commencement of bu Prephancy. 
In: a ſhort Tine the died of a lingering! Ales, 
which occafioned ſeveral People in the Neighs. = 
1 to We he had "(gy Swen had 
- His Character at length \became ſo i ignomi- 
me that he was obliged to fly his Quarters:# 


an "a 


11 


and, being entirely without Money, * wag 7 


reſolved to truſt to Chance, and make his beſt 


Way to the Place of his Nativity: And ac- 


cordingly ſet out, travelling till he was quite 


faint with Hunger, and, growing Night, he 


laid himſelf down on the Graſs, and eſpied a 
Light which glanced from a Cottage at a ſmall 
Diſtance : He roſe up and haſtened to it, cra- 
ving Charity of the Owner, who generouſly 

him the 22 not only to eat and drink, 


but likewiſe Lod ging till the next Morning, 


when he grateful y returned him Thanks, 
and purſued his Journey, —_ 

He had travelled ſome Miles, den; going 
over a deſolate Heath, he met a Pedlar, whom 


he robbed of his Money firſt, then bound 
ben to a Tree, and went off with his Pack; 
and, when he came to the next Town, fold 
the Goods all off at ready Money Price. Now, 


being in a better Condition, he haſtened to- 


wards Arras, promiſing himſelf ſome Plea- 
ſure in ſeeing his native Place once more, and: 
an Interview with his Parents, if alive. 
In 1738, he contracted an Intimacy with- 


one Et: . Molezrin, who came from 


Metz, in Lorrain, of which Place ſhe was a 


ane but, at the Time of her Marriage, 


lived with the Marchioneſs 4e Cruſol, at the 


Cloiſter of St. Stephen des Greys. Afterwards 
he lived in divers Capacities ; ſometimes vend- 


ing 


. 25]. ” 
Ing Tooth-picks,Perfumes and Waſhballs; ome- 


times as a Servant, and afterwards as a Dom 
ſic to the Fathers of the College of Louis le 


Grand; by the Rector of which College, he 
was recommended to the Service of Monfieur de 
Hart, Counſellor of the Parliament; and of 


the Abbe de Bouville, who was extremely well 


ſatisfied with his Behaviour ; ; as Was Madam 
die la Bourdenaye, with whom he lived both be- | 
fore and after the Death of her Huſband. 


He likewiſe lived at St. Petersburg with one 


Mr. Mitchell, a Bookſeller of that Place, whom 
he afterwards robbed of two hundred Louis 
d'Ors, four Days after he was hired. He af- 
terwards, by ſome artful Means, got away in 
' Diſguiſe, and came to Arras; where, after he 
had played ſome villainous Tricks, he was ob- 
liged to ſtrole about from one Place to another; 
particularly about Denkirk, St. Omers, Bruſ. 
ſels, &c. From the laſt of which Places he 
came, on the 31ſt of December, in the 
Stage Coach, and lay with his Wife that 
Night, who was then Cook in a very eminent 
Family at Paris; which was exactly five Days 
before he made this deſperate 1 N on che 


f Life of his Sovereign. 


The French King, who had ES for two 


or three Days at Trianon, went from thence 
to Verſailles, on the 5th of January, 1757, to 


ſee the Royal F amily, and .was ready to return, 
a 


e 
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at Half an Hour paſt Five, that Evening. Us 


Majeſty came from his Cloſet, by the Stairs 


which come down upon the Marble Court (on 


the Left-Hand, as you look towards Paris) 


- 


IS 


his Coach waited for him at the Steps which 
are at the End of the Court. The Aſſaſſin, 
Damien, ſtood cloſe to the Gate, with his Hat 


on, and was dreſſed in a brown Coat, with a 


great Coat over it. The King was ſupported 
by the Count de Brionne and the Maſter of 


this Horſe, who were leading him to his 
Coach; a Page of the Bed-Chamber went be- 
fore him with Lights ; the Dauphin was be- 
hind him, with he Duke de Ayen, Captain of 
the Guards in Waiting ; and ſeveral Exempts 


and Equerries followed. A Footman, named 


Selim, near whom the Aſſaſſin ſtood, ſeeing the 
King approach, faid to the Villain, © Take off 
your Hat, don't you ſee the King! ? While 


he was ſaying this, the Monſter ſtruck the 


King with a Knife, which had two Blades of 


different Sizes; with one of which he wounded 
the King, between the fourth and fifth Ribs, 


but the Stroke glanced to the Right, and moſt 


fortunately did not reach the Bowels. The 

King, who at firſt ſcarce felt any Smart, but 

rather the Force of a Blow with the doubled 

Fiſt, turned to the Footman Selim, and, look- 

| ing at Damien, faid, © That Man has touched 
me; then, ; capping his Hand to the Place 


where 


W 
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wpyhere he had been ſtruck, he felt it warm ; 


and, withdrawing his Hand, all bloody, cried 
out, He has wounded me; ſeize him, but 
do not hurt him.” 

He was then laid bold of, and carried to 
the Guard-Room ; where he was ſtripped, and 
they found a Knife, a New Teſtament, and 
ſeveral Louis d'Ors ; ſince which his Feet 


have been ſcortched, and the Calves of his 
Legs pinched with red-hot Tongs. He 


was afterwards carried to Priſon, and chained 


to the Ground, where we ma leave him, 


amidſt the Hotrors of a wounded Conſcience, 
perhaps the moſt miſerable Creature upon 


Earth, who muſt, of Neceſſity, groan out his 
Remains of Life through a Variety of lingering 


Torments, not inferior in the leaſt to thoſe 
which he may hereafter feel, when his Soul 
arrives in the Territories of that wicked Power 
that urged him to the horrid Deed. 

Therefore, on Saturday, March the 26th, 


at a Quarter after Five, the Princes and Peers 


repaired to the Grand Chamber, with the 
Magiſtrates ; and, each having taken his Seat 


according to Order, the Greffier was deſired 


by the firſt Prefiderit to read the Proceedings 
on the Trial of Damien. At Half an Hour 


after Six, a Detachment of Guards were poſted 
in the Galleries of the Palace, the Avenues to 
Chamber, &c. Soon after, the Aſſaſſin was 
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brought into the Grand Chamber, with his 
Face covered. Being in the Midſt of the Tri- 
| bunal, fixed upon a kind of Bed with Iron 
Rings, which prevented his moving his Arms 
or Legs, he anſwered the Queſtions put to him 
by the firſt Preſident, not with a low Voice 
as would naturally be expected from one who 
had undergone ſo much, but with a peculiar 
Emphaſis, audible and diſtinct, to the Sur- 
priſe of all thoſe who attended him. At Half 
an Hour after Nine, the Father and two Bro- 
thers of the Criminal were brought in, and 
alſo a Perſon who was with him in the Jeſuits 
College; afterwards his Wife and Daughter, 
at which he ſeemed to be greatly affected, 
ſhedding Tears frequently, but was not in the 
leaſt touched at the Sight of his Father and 
Brothers. They were ſoon remanded to their 
Chambers: And the firſt Preſident, having 
taken the Advice of the auguſt Aſſembly, 
pronounced the Sentence of Death, viz. That, 
after making the Amende honorable, before 
the Gates of the principal Church of Paris, he 
ſhould be conducted to the Greve, and, on a 
Scaffold there, have his Breaſt, Arms, Legs, 
and Thighs torn with hot Pincers, his Right- 
Hand holding the Knife (with which he pe- 
netrated the Fleſh of his Royal Maſter) burnt 
off with Brimſtone and boiling Oil, Lead, 
Pitch, Wax, and Sulphur, mixed together ; 
VVV 


Tat 


after this, Ineiſſon to be made "S 4 moſt 


fleſhy Parts, and the above combuſtible Mas 


— injected; then his Body to be drawn 


and 'diſmembered by four Horſes, his Limbs 
and Carcaſe burnt, and his Aſhes ſcattered to 
the Wind : Ordering, that, before his Execution, 
the Torture in Ordinary ſhould be applied, to 
obtain a Diſcovery of his Accomplices, 

| Ordered likewiſe, that the Houſe where 
he was born ſhould be burnt to the Ground, 
the Owner being firſt ſatisfied ; and that no 
other ſhould ever ſtand on that Spot. 


On Monday, March the 28th, the Aſaſia 


underwent the above Sentence, About Three 


in the Afternoon, he was brought to the 


Greve, and, after ſtaying about an Hour at the 
Town- Hall, he was drawn to the Scaffold ; 


where being placed, his Right-Hand was firſt 
burnt, and then ſtruck off; then the red-hot 


Pincers, boiling Oil, Lead, &c. were ap- 
plied te the Parts mentioned in the Sentence : 


He did not ſeem to expreſs much Feeling hi- 


therto, After this, they attempted to quarter him 
with four Horſes, pulling four different Ways, 


but could not; which is one great Inſtance of 


the Firmneſs of his Fleſh and Bones, that were 
fo ſtrongly riveted, that they were obliged to 
cut him in Quarters : And, even till this laſt 
n n were Signs of Life, 


After 
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After this, his Limbs and Quarters were 
thrown into the Fire, which continued burn- 


ing till Seven o'Clock the next Morning. 


Thus ended the Life of a Wretch, whoſe 
Puniſhment it is hoped will be ſufficient to de- 
ter others from the like Attempt. And, if it 
s poſſible, that Poſterity can produce a Wretch 
equal to him in obdurate Cruelty, it is hoped 


that ſuch a Deſign may be diſcovered before it 
comes to ſuch a Pitch of Perfection: For is 


there an Action more ſhocking to human Na- 
ture than Murder in a private Capacity? But, 


when the Royal Breaſt is not ſecure from the 


Stab of the Aſſaſſin (that Breaſt which is the 


Repoſitory of a Nation's Glory, Welfare, and 
and Honour) the tendereſt Heart muſt throw 


a Veil over its natural Faculties, and think a 


worſe Puniſhment than that of Damien 


hardly adequate to the Heinouſneſs of their 
| Crime. 
In a few Days the King entirely recovered, 


after ſome Difficulty, But, in the mean Time, 


the Dauphin was honoured with the Reins of 
Government in the Room of his Majeſty, and 
gave the utmoſt Satisfaction in all public and 


private Affairs of State, till the King thought 
proper to reaſſume his Dignity ; ; which yielded 


no little Joy to his Parliament, who, notwith- 


ſtanding ſome little previous Diſſenſions, were 


now riveted more ſtrong in their Affections, 


and 


il 


ä 
and were determined, if poſſible, to find out 
the Accomplices with Damien in this horrid 
Attempt. But all Endeavours were vain, for 


the Aſſaſſin had attempted to bite off his 


Tongue, leſt he ſhould ſay any Thing that 


might enlighten their Notions of his Motives 


for ſuch a Deed : Upon this it was thought 
neceſſary to draw out his Teeth, which they 
did; and further, for Fear he ſhould by any 
Means have Poiſon conveyed to him, they 


obliged him to take an Emetic every four 


or five, Hours, provided he had taken any, 
to bring it off his Stomach ; which they re- 
peated according to Order, befides ſeveral 
other petty Torments ; all which could not 


bring him to make the leaſt Diſcovery, At laſt 
he grew a Nuiſance to all thoſe that were about 


him, and it was thought proper to get rid of 


him as ſoon as poſlible. 
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